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Abstract
Professor Sokol will begin by providing an overview of the constitutional division of authority
between the national and sub-national governments in the United States and then discuss the
U.S. experience with addressing environmental problems in a federal system. She will highlight
the advantages of dispersing power between national and local governments for effective
environmental governance, as illustrated by some of the ways in which local communities in the
United States have challenged the current presidential administration’s massive rollback of
environmental protections. Ms. Mainaly will then provide an overview of the federalist structure
under Nepal’s recently-adopted Constitution and its potential implications for addressing the
countries environmental concerns, particularly climate change. Professor Sokol and Ms.
Mainaly will then host a discussion with the attendees about how Nepal might draw on U.S.
environmental federalism as the country moves forward with environmental law and policy
under its new Constitution, with a particular focus on climate change.
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